
CITIZENS' OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 
OF THE MORONGO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 
Organizational Meeting 

Thursday, April 27, 2006 -- 6:30 P.M. 
 

Morongo Unified School District  
Friendly Hills Elementary School 

7252 Sunny Vista Road Joshua Tree, CA 92252 
 
CALL TO ORDER  
The first meeting of the Morongo Unified School District Citizens’ Oversight Committee (COC) was 
called to order at 6:30 p.m. by acting chairperson, Mr. Robert E. Anslow, Attorney, Bowie, Arneson, 
Wiles & Giannone - District Bond Counsel. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Robert Anslow. 
 
ROLL CALL 
COC Members Present:  Royce Boydstun, Rick Gilbert, Scott Sedmak, Donna Johnson, Dee 
 Richhart, Brud Hancock and Cindy Lomeli 
 
Administration Present:  Michael M. Walker, Assistant Superintendent, Business Services 
 
Bond Counsel Present: Mr. Robert Anslow, Attorney (Bowie, Arneson, Wiles & Giannone) 
 
INTRODUCTIONS  
Mr. Anslow opened the meeting by welcoming the new members of the Citizens’ Oversight committee 
and thanking them for their participation.  The members took turns introducing themselves. 
  
PUBLIC COMMENTS  
There were no public comments.  
 
PRESENTATION/DISCUSSION OF PURPOSE AND FUNCTIONS OF CITIZENS'  OVERSIGHT 
COMMITTEE  
Mr. Anslow described the purpose and function of the COC.  It is required by law under Proposition 39, 
as a means to monitor the expenditures of proceeds from Measure O, inform the public concerning these 
expenditures and ensure that a performance audit and a financial audit are performed annually by the 
District. 
 
PRESENTATION/DISCUSSION OF THE RALPH M. BROWN ACT (California Open  Meeting Law).  
Mr. Anslow explained that the Brown Act was designed to make sure that public bodies operate in an 
open fashion.  Meeting agendas must be posted for public view and the public must have the opportunity 
to address the committee.  
 
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON SELECTION OF CITIZENS' OVERSIGHT 
COMMITTEE OFFICERS  
Mr. Anslow explained the duties of the the officers and explained that the principal office will have a 
more active role than the other officers.  Selection of officers will take place at the next COC meeting.   
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DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON RECOMMENDED MEETING PROCEDURES  
Mr. Anslow discussed meeting procedures with regard to the Brown Act.   

− As for public comments, it was moved by Member Richhart, seconded by Member Gilbert and 
passed by a 7-0 vote that public comments would be limited to three minutes per person, 20 
minutes total.   

− As for the agenda format:  it was moved by Member Sedmak, seconded by member Johnson and 
passed by a 7-0 vote that the present form of the agenda be used. 

− As for posting of the minutes, it was moved by member Boydstun, seconded by member Gilbert 
and passed by a 7-0 vote that minutes be posted after approval by the COC. 

 
DISCUSSION REGARDING CONFLICTS OF INTEREST AND FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE  BY 
CITIZENS' OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE MEMBERS  
Mr. Anslow gave an overview of the Conflict of Interest laws.  Each committee member is required to 
file a conflict of interest statement (Form 700) and; if a committee member has a financial interest in an 
action to be voted on, that member must disclose the interest and abstain from voting.  The conflict of 
interest statements will be held at the MUSD District Office. 
 
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION RELATIVE TO THE OUTLINE OF PROPOSED 
MEETING SCHEDULE FOR 2006  
The Committee discussed options for future meetings.  It was decided that the next meeting will be held 
on June 8, 2006 at 6:30.  Future meetings will be further discussed and scheduled at this time.  Friendly 
Hills Elementary School, as a centrally located site, was chosen as the site for future meetings. 

 
INITIAL DISCUSSION OF SCHOOL DISTRICT FACILITIES PROJECTS  
Mr. Anslow discussed what bond money can be spent on. Member Gilbert asked how projects were 
chosen by site.  Assistant Superintendent Walker explained that a needs assessment was done to 
determine each sites’ priorities. He explained that all the sites had input as to what projects were 
priorities.  Because of the life span of the bond, priorites may change in the future. Member Hancock 
asked how the COC will keep track of the projects.  Mr. Walker indicated that as projects begin, he will 
submit lists to the committee for oversight.   Mr. Anslow discussed bond expenditures and explained   
the proceeds from a General Obligation bond can be used not only for constructing and improving 
buildings, but also for furnishing classrooms/labs etc.  Projects can also be maintained and updated.  

 
Mr. Walker stated that the timeline for the Series A bonds covers 2006-2016.  The District is currently 
in Phase 0, including initial discussion with architects through June 30.   

 
The Board of Education will set the priorities for projects, with recommendations being made by 
Business Services, Facilities and Maintenance and Operations.  On May 31, 2006 a meeting of the 
Board of Education will be held to review facilities recommendations.  Priorities should be available by 
June 8 meeting.  
 
INITIAL DISTRIBUTION OF MATERIALS AND BASIC DISCUSSION OF SALE OF SERIES A 
BONDS  
The COC received a copy of the preliminary official statement.  Mr. Anslow anticipates having the final 
official statement, with interest rates inserted, available for the next COC meeting.  The Morongo 
Unified School District received a rating of “AA” from Moody’s Investors Service.   
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A second series of bonds may be issued in 2008, but can be issued sooner if needed.  The $10 million 
proceeds from the first series of bonds will be issued on May 9, 2006.  The District is required to spend 
at least 85% of these proceeds within 36 months. 
 
COMMENTS FROM COC MEMBERS 
Member Sedmak stated that he would also like more clarification on the term “Facilities 
Improvements”.   
  
ADJOURNMENT  
Mr. Anslow adjourned the meeting at 7:50 p.m.  The next meeting will be held on Thursday, June 8, 
2006 at 6:30 p.m. at Friendly Hills Elementary School. 
 
 
       
  


