
CITIZENS’ OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 
OF THE MORONGO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting   

Thursday, January 25, 2007 -- 6:30 P.M. 
 

Morongo Unified School District -  
Friendly Hills Elementary School 

7252 Sunny Vista Rd 
Joshua Tree, California 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER  
 The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Gilbert at 6:30 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Rick Gilbert 
 
ROLL CALL  
 Members Present:  Rick Gilbert, Royce Boydstun, Dee Richhart, Michael 

 Roark, Mark Lundquist  
 Members Absent:  Donna Johnson, Cindy Lomeli 
 Counsel Present:  None 
 Administrator Present: Mike Walker 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
There were no public comments. 
 
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF COC MEETING OF 
JANUARY 28, 2007 
It was moved by Member Richhart, Seconded by Member Boydstun, and passed with a 5-0 
vote to accept the minutes of the January 28, 2007 COC meeting. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW COC MEMBERS 
Mr. Walker introduced Michael Roark who will fulfill the requirement of “Parent of an 
MUSD student; active in a PTA or PTO” and Mark Lundquist who will fill and “At Large” 
position. 
 
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON A REPLACEMENT FOR THE POSITION 
OF VICE-CHAIRPERSON  
Chairperson Gilbert nominated Member Richhart, who declined the nomination.  After 
discussion, it was decided to table this item until the next meeting where all members are 
present. 
 
PRESENTATION CONCERNING MUSD PENDING SCHOOL FACILITIES PROJECTS 
Joe Sullivan, Director of Facilities for MUSD gave a general update on the status of projects 
involving bond funds, including the following:   
• Renovation of the production kitchen at Twentynine Palms Elementary School which is 

being funded by a combination of developer fees and other fund sources.  This project 
will receive approximately $200,000 in bond money, mostly to be used for new kitchen 
equipment.  The bid will be monitored very closely to be sure we remain within the 
budget.   

 
 



The following projects will be funded entirely with bond money: 
• New restroom buildings for each of the stadiums, one at Yucca Valley High School and 

one at Twentynine Palms Junior High School.  The cost will be approximately 
$1,317,000. This project will be bid as one project in order to realize cost savings. The 
stadium improvement project is one of the items promised to the communities, and is 
expected to be completed around the end of August. 

• Parking and paving improvements at designated Phase I Sites (Condor Elementary 
School, Palm Vista Elementary School, La Contenta Middle School, Yucca Valley 
Elementary School and the District Office) as well as Twentynine Palms Elementary 
School at the new Kitchen area.  These improvements will cost approximately $553,000.  
All sites are being bid as one project in order to realize cost savings. 

• Classroom door security fixtures installed at designated Phase I Sites (Onaga Elementary 
School, Joshua Tree Elementary School, Condor Elementary School, Palm Vista 
Elementary School, La Contenta Middle School, and Yucca Valley Elementary School).  
This was one of the items specified in the bonds as far as improving security and is 
expected to cost approximately $93,000. 

• Electrical service upgrades at the District Office.  This project was identified in the bond 
and will cost approximately $310,000. 

• Purchase of, and Site Work for, relocatable classroom buildings (RCBs) at Condor 
Elementary School and Yucca Valley Elementary School.  
Member Gilbert asked if there was still the Classroom Building Authority to buy 
relocatable classroom buildings through.  Mr. Sullivan answered that we have to bid the 
site work and the buildings separately. 

• Outdoor lunch areas with permanent covered roofs at designated Phase I Sites (Joshua 
Tree Elementary School, Onaga Elementary School, Palm Vista Elementary School, and 
Yucca Valley Elementary School). This project is expected to cost approximately 
$260,000. 

 
Total for all projects: $2,859,000. 
 
 Member Richhart asked if the district would consider breaking these down into smaller 

projects.  Mr. Sullivan answered that the district is using big bids to realize economies of 
scale and to stay within the law. 
Member Roarke asked whether the district is planning on using deductive alternates. Mr. 
Sullivan advised him that it is a common practice.  
Member Gilbert asked if Mr. Sullivan’s presentation would be available on the website.  Mr. 
Sullivan said it will be available on the website or could be emailed to the members. 

 
PRESENTATION ON FINANCIAL AND PERFORMANCE AUDITS PERFORMED BY 
VAVRINEK, TRINE, DAY & CO. 

This item was moved ahead of the COC Annual report presentation.   
Mike Walker explained that the district is required to do two different types of audits, a 
Performance Audit and a Financial Audit.  The cover letter from the auditor states that 
the district has done both the required audits.   

 
1)  The performance audit makes sure that what is done with bond funds is specifically 
what was addressed in the ballot measure.  Mr. Walker gave an overview of the 
performance audit, explaining the three key issues for the audit:   

 1. That separate accounting records are kept  
 2.  General bond statements 
 3.  That bond expenditures comply with the ballot language. 

Morongo Unified School District is in full compliance with all three aspects. 
 



2)  Every year district has to do a financial audit for the entire district budget.  Included in 
the full audit is a report on the Measure O funds.  In order to save some money for the 
district, we are using the Measure O portion of the full financial audit.  Mr. Walker 
reviewed the portion of the financial audit relating to Measure O with the Committee. 

 
It was moved by Member Boydstun, seconded by Member Lundquist and passed with a 5-0 
vote to accept the Performance and Financial Audits. 
 
   

 
PRESENTATION ON COC ANNUAL REPORT 
Mr. Walker discussed the required COC Annual Report. It was then moved by Member 
Boydstun, seconded by Member Lundquist and passed with a 5-0 vote to approve the COC 
Annual Report and submit it to the Board of Education. 
 
PRESENTATION ON COC WEBSITE 
Brinda Weston spoke briefly about the COC website.  As she is the only person in the IT 
department, she will do all she can to maintain the COC website and include all the 
information the Committee would like to have on the site. Ms. Weston reported that since its 
inception the website has had 113 unique visitors. 
 
DISCUSSION OF FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS FOR COC CONSIDERATION 
 1.  Election of a co-chair 
 2.  Update on projects 
 3.  Report on the presentation of the COC Annual Report to the Board of Education 
 
Comments from Committee Members 
Member Gilbert asked about signage identifying Bond projects to the community.  Mr. 
Walker advised the Committee that signage would be included as a requirement in each of 
the bids. 
Member Gilbert thanked Ms. Weston for her hard work on maintaining the website.  The rest 
of the Committee concurred. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:32. 
 
 
 
 
     
Linda S. Hamilton 
 

 
 

 
 


