
CITIZENS’ OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 
OF THE MORONGO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

(Measure O - Approved by District Voters on November 8, 2005) 
Regular Meeting – September 27, 2007 -- 6:30 P.M. 

 
Minutes

 
1. The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Gilbert at 6:30 p.m. 
 
2. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Joe Sullivan 
 
3. Members Present:  Rick Gilbert, Dee Richhart, Michael Roark, Mark Lundquist, Royce Boydstun 

Members Absent:  Cindy Lomeli  
Staff Present:       Mike Walker; Joe Sullivan 

 
4. It was moved by Member Lundquist, seconded by Member Roark and on a 5-0-1 vote, the 

Committee approved the minutes of the July 26, 2007 meeting 
 
5. Committee members and members of the public visited two projects in progress - the Stadium 

Restroom at Twentynine Palms Junior High School, and the Kitchen Renovation at Twentynine 
Palms Elementary School; and the completed lunch shelter structure at Twentynine Palms 
Elementary School. 

  
6. Joe Sullivan gave an update on the projects currently going on at Phase I sites, including paving, 

door locks, shade structures and kitchen renovation.  He stated that the upgrade to the District 
Office electrical system includes a back-up generator to maintain the Nutrition Services freezer in 
case of a power outage.  Mr. Sullivan informed the Committee that there have been change orders 
in the door lock project due to differences in the door structures at the different sites.  He also 
stated that a new project - purchase and site work for a relocatable classroom building for ICE East 
- has been approved for bids.  
Member Richhart asked who decides on the timelines for the projects.  Mr. Sullivan explained that 
the District works with the architect to create a timeline with the least amount of disruption for the 
site. 

 
7. Mike Walker discussed the most recent cash disbursements. There have been no changes to 

administrative costs.  Project costs in July were over $400,000; we have now spent over $1 
million.  This includes completed projects such as the fence at Yucca Mesa Elementary School and 
the phone system at Morongo Valley Elementary School. 

 
8. Future agenda items were discussed.  If a ribbon cutting happens at any of the completed projects, 

committee members will be notified.  Member Richhart asked if the annual report is due soon. Mr. 
Walker told the Committee that the report will be coming up in January.  He said the annual audit 
of the district as a whole was completed and a report will be made to the Board of Education in 
December.  

 
9. Comments:  Phyllis Swinnerton, a Board of Education member, was in attendance and thanked 

everyone on the committee for their services. 
 Chairperson Gilbert thanked Stacy Moore from the Hi-Desert Star and Board Members 

Swinnerton and Jones for attending. 
 
10. The meeting was adjourned at 7:38 p.m. The next Committee Meeting will be held at  6:30 p.m. on 

Nov 15, 2007 at Friendly Hills Elementary School. 
 
 


