
 

 

CITIZENS’ OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 
OF THE MORONGO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting   

Thursday, November 30, 2006 -- 6:30 P.M. 
 

Morongo Unified School District -  
Friendly Hills Elementary School 

7252 Sunny Vista Rd 
Joshua Tree, California 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER  
 The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Gilbert at 6:35 p.m. 
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Rick Gilbert 
 
3. ROLL CALL  
 Members Present:  Royce Boydstun, Cindy Lomeli, Rick Gilbert,  
 Donna Johnson arrived at 6:40 
 Members Absent:  None 
 Counsel Present:  Rob Anslow 
 Administrator Present:   Mike Walker 
 
4. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 There were no public comments. 
  
5. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF COC MEETING OF 

SEPTEMBER 28, 2006 
 
 A correction was made to change “board” to “committee” in the item regarding the 

presentation on developer fees.  The minutes were accepted, with corrections. 
 
 The Committee held a discussion of future meetings; Member Gilbert stated that he would 

like bi-monthly meetings.  Rob Anslow stated that the schedule is up to the Committee. 
 It was moved by Member Johnson, seconded by Member Lomeli and passed by a 5-0 vote 

to schedule bi-monthly meetings.  
  
 
6. PRESENTATION CONCERNING MUSD PENDING SCHOOL FACILITIES 

PROJECTS. 
 

Mike Walker distributed a handout addressing the Phase I Master Plan and discussed the 
costs of projects and the lists of priorities submitted by the schools. He informed the 
committee that some of the criteria used in selecting sites for Phase I were how old the sites 
were and also how crowded.  Phase I had a good spread of grade levels.  Mr. Walker then 
distributed the plans for the permanent restrooms at the stadiums at each end of the district.  
The projects will be going to bid on December 5, 2006, and the district hopes to have them 
both done within 100 days, in time for football season.  The buildings will be identical, in 
order to cut down on architectural costs. 
 
 



 

 

Mr. Walker also discussed the kitchen modernization at Twentynine Palms Elementary 
School.  Nutrition Services currently has one kitchen, designed to serve 500 kids per day, 
serving four elementary schools and a middle school (over 3,000 students).  The production 
kitchen at TPES was taken out of service during declining enrollment; in order to put it back 
online it needed to be modernized to meet new standards.  The new kitchen will be able to 
serve over 2,000 meals per day and the current production kitchen at Twentynine Palms 
Junior High School will serve that school only.   
 
Rob Anslow advised the committee that the district will keep them informed as to when the 
next series of bonds will be sold. 

 
7. PRESENTATION OF INFORMATION ON MEASURE “O” BOND FUND 

EXPENDITURES TO DATE.  
 

Mr. Walker distributed a pie chart showing where bond money has been spent through June 
30, 2006 and indicated that most of the money is still in the bank. Of the money that has 
been spent so far, $4,900.00 was for fencing at Yucca Mesa Elementary School, $37,907.31 
was spent on the communications system at Morongo Valley Elementary School and 
$60,697.36 was spent on switches at Yucca Valley High School. 

 
 
8. DISCUSSION OF FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS FOR COC CONSIDERATION 
 

Mr. Walker informed the committee that Member Scott Sedmak was hired by the school 
district for a part-time job and can no longer serve on the committee.  He advised the 
committee that two applications had been received to fill the vacancies and the new 
members would be announced after the school board had acted on the applications. 
 
A report on the COC website will be presented at the January meeting.  Mr. Walker stated 
that the technology department has been very busy with CSIS and CBEDS reports.   
 
Mr. Walker also advised the committee that the audit has been done and will be ready to 
present at the January meeting. 

 
9. Comments from Committee Members 

Chairman Gilbert asked what the current enrollment status is.  Mr. Walker stated that the 
district saw a decline in free and reduced lunch applications; possibly due to less affordable 
housing.  As the housing market levels out, area rent prices should go down and kids should 
return; possibly towards the end of 2007.  Overall, enrollment is down 117 kids from the 
previous year.  According to Mr. Walker, there was no significant loss due to the 2006 
wildfire in Pioneer Town or due to military movement.  Member Johnson shared that the 
hospital emergency department has seen an increase in the number of small children being 
treated.   
Chairman Gilbert stated that it would be helpful to have the items in past Minutes numbered 
for easy reference. 

 
10. The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m.   
 


