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SCHOOL SPOTLIGHT
Palm Vista Elementary School
We are proud to spotlight Palm Vista Elementary in the Morongo Unified School District,
acknowledging its dedication to school system transformation to meet the needs of
students, staff, school, and the community.

Palm Vista began its journey to implement a multi-tiered system of support via the CA
MTSS Framework in October 2019, with a goal to create a safe and positive learning
environment by focusing on the fidelity of PBIS and academics by providing a continuum
of supports. While there have been challenges along the way, the successes are definitely
something to highlight.
Time is always a barrier at any school. However, through the leadership of the site
principal, Dr. Claudette Onumah, the Palm Vista staff enrolled in the CA MTSS Pathway
Certification for Schools course. The majority of the staff completed the course within 18
months through collaboration, both in-person and as part of weekly Zoom Thursday
meetings, allowing them to engage in discussions around the content, analyze data, and
create and utilize tools.
Site teacher leaders Erin Kreutzer and Desiree Jones were supportive of their peers and
held office hours to provide that extra layer of assistance. CA MTSS grant funding provided
stipends to staff to compensate for their time and effort.
Dr. Onumah said teachers are now having conversations around culturally and
linguistically relevant and responsive teaching and learning, trauma-informed practices,
Universal Design for Learning, and data to support academic, behavior, and social and
emotional learning instruction and supports. As a result, Palm Vista has achieved Platinum
recognition for their PBIS implementation and has seen a dramatic decrease in office
discipline referrals.
Through the use of self-assessments and student outcome data, Palm Vista focuses on
continuous improvement, including the importance of knowing their students, families,
and staff. A common question posed by Dr. Onumah to her staff specifically asks: “Is our
school equitable for ALL students?”
The transformation journey continues. Thank you Palm Vista for your dedication!

Home of the Panthers
Palm Vista strives for excellence in education by
providing a safe and supportive learning environment.
As a community, they inspire and challenge all students
to achieve their maximum potential as lifelong learners.

Watch OCDE Newsroom video on Palm Vista

